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Date
25-28 June 2018

Venues
University of Limerick
Limerick School of Art and Design, Limerick Institute of Technology 

Delegate Profile
550 international design researchers at all career levels, from PhD students to 
internationally influential Professors. Approximately 80% of delegates are based in 
Universities with 20% from industry, business, and other organisations.

Monday 25th June 2018
PhD by Design event (60 delegates).
Pre-conference workshop sessions.
Evening: Opening drinks reception at The Church Gallery, 
Limerick School of Art and Design, Limerick Institute of Technology 

Tuesday 26th June 2018
Keynote presentations and debates in the
University of Limerick followed by parallel paper and conversation sessions.
Evening: Institute of Designers Ireland [IDI] ‘Bread and Butter’-design social.

Wednesday 27th June 2018
Keynote debate and parallel paper and conversation sessions.
Evening: Reception at King John’s Castle, followed by Conference dinner.

Thursday 28th June 2018
Keynote debate and parallel paper and conversation sessions.
Conference conclusion.
Afternoon: Optional tours

Friday 29th June 2018 (optional)
Tours to local attractions and places of interest in the region.

VITAL STATISTICS FORMAT SUMMARY



Design shapes our daily lives, influencing how we interact with each other and with our 
environment. When at its best, Design is a powerful catalyst for change. Conversely we 
can think of change as a catalyst for Design; Design and designers flourish in a state of 
flux and the most interesting work emerges from chaos.

DRS2018 Limerick, hosted by the University of Limerick with Limerick School of Art and 
Design, Limerick Institute of Technology, invites designers to explore these relationship 
across an exciting four day, non-profit, international conference from 25th-28th June, 2018.

DRS2018 Limerick will explore emergent themes at the intersections of design research, 
practice, education and policy. It will provide a platform for discussions, through debates, 
paper presentations, workshops , conversations and exhibitions, around the changing 
territorial contexts of design locally, nationally and internationally. By bringing together 
the most knowledgeable design researchers (pactitioners, academics and students), as 
well as leaders in the design sector from across the world, DRS2018 will explore the 
capacity for catalysing design policy and practice. 

The DRS2018 conference week will give delegates the chance to experience the energy 
and creativity of Limerick, the city of culture, exploring the local environment as well as 
social and networking opportunities.

Monday 25th June
The first day will be based at the Limerick School of Art and Design where 
PhD by Design will be holding an event.
A number of workshops and practical sessions will also be taking place.

In the early evening, there will be a reception at the Church Gallery in the Limerick School 
of Art and Design, where delegates will be able to register for the conference and catch 
up with colleagues over a drink and canapés.

Tuesday 26th June
The conference will open in the University of Limerick with keynote debates and a 
general introduction to the conference design. 
Late morning and afternoon will be taken up by parallel sessions.

In the evening we will open ‘Best in Show’ an all-Ireland Graduate Design exhibition 
at the University of Limerick. After this the IDI Bread and Butter talks will take place in 
Limerick city venues with talks from professional designers at the height of their career. 

Wednesday 27th June
The day will start with a keynote debate and then continue with parallel sessions. 
In the evening an historic reception will take place in King John’s Castle, followed by 
the Conference Dinner, at the Strand Hotel, which resides along the banks of the River 
Shannon. 

Thursday 28th June
The last day of the conference will start with a keynote debate before reverting to 
parallel sessions. 
At the end of the day we will come together to consider what the conference has achieved 
and look forward to the next conference, which will be announced in the 
closing ceremony.
In the afternoon there is an opportunity to partake in tours and visits to local attractions 
and places of interest.

Friday 29th June
For those staying a little longer there will be an opportunity to take part in specially 
arranged tours and visits. Limerick is one of Ireland’s Cities of Culture. You will be able 
to visit some specialist museums such as the Hunt Museum and historical sites such as 
King John’s Castle, the Treaty Stone, or our many Churches and Cathedrals. Neighbouring 
Limerick is the Wild Atlantic Way, where you will be spoilt with opportunities and places 
to visit along the west coast of Ireland.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE FORMAT IN DETAIL



Located on Ireland’s longest waterway, the river Shannon, Limerick is Ireland’s oldest 
chartered city having received its charter in 1197. Conquered by the Vikings in the 9th 
century and besieged by the English in 1691, the city is rich in history with many historic 
buildings including King John’s Castle and the Hunt Museum, located in the old Custom 
House. The Hunt Museum is home to an eclectic collection of Celtic and European 
antiquities bequeathed to the state by the Hunt family.

A city famed for sport, Limerick is proud of its rugby tradition and its strength in hurling 
and Gaelic football. The city offers a cultural programme of music and visual arts, as well 
as excellent shops and a choice of good restaurants and lively bars. 

In March 2016, Limerick City was announced as a ‘European City of the Future’ in its 
population category. It is also listed as one of the Top 10 Northern European Cities, which 
features London, Copenhagen, Helsinki, Dublin and Stockholm. 

In 2014, as City of Culture, Limerick was presented with a unique opportunity to attract 
national and international attention. This resulted in propelling the cultural vibrancy 
between practitioners and within communities at a scale and impact of huge economic 
and social benefits. 

The culture of a city does not have a beginning or an end. It is a continuous elaboration, 
retrenchment, expansion and consolidation. Limerick and its people are on a pathway 
of change, development, regeneration and engagement. Limerick is connecting with its 
people and its rich culture to imagine its future and is emerging from a quiet minute into 
a new dawn.

DRS2018 Limerick invites delegates to join and experience Limerick on this wonderful 
journey.

THE LOCATION



DRS2018 Limerick invites you and your company/ organisation to be part of this exciting 
conference through a number of sponsorship opportunities, ranging from solidarity travel 
bursaries to allocated space in the social areas or the sponsoring of specific events and 
sessions (social or academic). The table below gives an indication of what we offer. 

Please get in touch with us to discuss further details, we are happy to work with you and your 
company to find the best way for you to be involved.

Sponsorship of Specific Events (POA)
Conference Prizes (e.g. Best Papers, Best Emerging Researchers), Drinks Receptions, 
Exhibition, Talks, Conference Dinner Event, Specific Evening events and sessions (see the 
conference website for details).

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Option: Details Sponsorship 
amount per 
company 

Major Conference 
Sponsor 

*Limit 3 sponsors AVAILABLE* 

THE CONFERENCE PACKAGE! Your 
company logo will be displayed on our 
conference website main page until the 
conclusion of the conference, the cover of 
our conference program guide, and a ½ 
page ad in Conference Guide. You will also 
be recognised as a Major Conference 
Sponsor at the Registration Desk and have 
access to the Conference Delegate List.  

€5,000 

Conference Breaks 
Sponsor 

*Limit 3 companies* 

Take advantage of the chance to have 
your company on signage at all 3 of our 
conference break periods on each day of 
the 5-day conference.  

Each sponsor will be displayed during all 
break periods. We will also display 
company literature in the break area.  

€2,500 

Conference Formal 
Dinner 

*Limit 1 company/ organisation* 

Take advantage of the chance to have 
your company on signage at the 
Conference Formal Dinner entrance, 
podium space, and menus.  

We will also display company literature at 
each table (printed literature provided by 
the company). 

€5,000 

Conference Keynote 
Speaker 

*Limit 1 company* 

Take advantage of the chance to have 
your company receive the largest united 
audience for our conference distinguished 
international guest speaker. 

€2,000 

Conference Solidarity 
Bursary Sponsor 

*Unlimited* 

In an effort to be as inclusive as possible 
DRS2018 would like to offer a number of 
conference bursaries to emergent design 
researchers from a global pool of design 
researchers. Candidates will apply for a 
Solidarity bursary which will subsidise 
their cost of travel and attendance at the 
conference. The bursaries would be 
allocated based on an open competition 
and your company would be represented 
on the selection panel for the candidates. 

€1,500 

Conference Bag Sponsor *Limit 2 companies* 

Be one of only two companies to have your 
logo on the official conference bag for the 
2018 DRS Conference that will be given to 
each conference attendee (Company 
provides logo for one colour printing)  

€2,500 

Conference Bag Insert Advertiser supplied €1,000 

Conference Lanyard / 
Name badge Sponsor 

Company supplied. 

EXCLUSIVE: Have each attendee wearing 
your company’s logo throughout the 
conference by sponsoring the conference 
lanyard / name badge.  

€2,500 

Publisher Exhibitor Book Publishers are invited to exhibit in 
the Conference Venue. Each publisher will 
be allocated a space to display and sell 
books and advertise their publications. 

€600 

 



The Design Research Society is a learned society committed to promoting and developing 
design research worldwide. Established in 1966 it is the oldest multi-disciplinary society 
for the international design research community. The biennial conferences, organized 
in collaboration with host universities, have become an essential meeting point for the 
design research community.

http://www.designresearchsociety.org

For all sponsorship enquiries
contact: Adam deEyto

Adam.deEyto@ul.ie
T +353 (0) 61 213547

email: drs2018limerick@ul.ie
 @DRS2018

Design Research Society 2018

www.drs2018Limerick.org
www.designresearchsociety.org

ABOUT DRS


